POTTSVILLE GYMNASTIC TRAINING CENTER

2005 Graduating Seniors

Gymnastics is an incredible, yet demanding sport.  It is quite a feat for a gymnast to continue with gymnastics for their entire school career.  Pottsville GTC is proud to have four gymnasts who are graduating seniors this year!  We have watched these girls “grow up” through the years and they have turned into wonderful young women and great Role Models!  We are so proud of each and every one of them!  Congratulations!  Best wishes in the future.  They are bound to be a big success in all they do!
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 LYNN ANCZARSKI
	
	Lynn is the daughter of Joseph and Barbara Anczarski of Shenandoah and began gymnastics at Pottsville GTC when she was seven years old.  Eleven years later, Lynn has notched many gymnastic honors:      Won floor at USAIGC national meet in Florida;  PA State Medalist;  State Games of America gold medalist; Keystone State Games gold medalist.

“My PGTC teammates have become my best friends.” says Lynn.   “My coaches know how to be a coach but also know how to be a friend.  They are fun but serious when they have to be and they have taught me a lot with gymnastics and also about dedication and not giving up.”

In addition to her gymnastic successes, Lynn excelled at high school sports participating in track, diving and volleyball.  She was named her school’s “Scholar Athlete”   Lynn plans to attend Villanova.
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 RACHEL GITTENS
	
	Rachel- the daughter of Gary and Linda Gittens- has been involved in gymnastics for 13 years and has been a member of Pottsville GTC for 10 years, traveling 45 minutes each way from Mountaintop.    She is a PA state champion, national medalist, Keystone State Games gold medalist and State Games of America gold medalist.

About her gymnastic career at Pottsville GTC, Rachel says “I will remember all the great times I've had there with my 'second family', the ups and downs, and most importantly I will remember all the valuable things I've learned about myself aside from gymnastics that will stick with me my entire life.  My coaches have always been very supportive and they have encouraged me to do things that I never dreamed possible.  They have been there through everything, the good and the bad, and they never let me give up when things got rough.  They have taught me lessons in life that I will always carry with me.”   

Rachel- who is also a instructor at Pottsville GTC-  plans to major in special education at East Stroudsburg. University.
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KRISTEN  ONDER
	
	Kristen, the daughter of Andy and Betty Onder of Hazleton, began gymnastics at age 5 and joined Pottsville GTC at age 8.  During her ten years at Pottsville GTC , Krsiten said she has many memories.   “Getting up at 6 in the morning for summer practices! Sleepovers at the gym, Christmas parties, making that first kip,  friendships, traveling to different places for competitions, buddy cart wheels with Lynn, opening ceremonies at Sate Games of America, and the whole experience that comes along with being a PGTC member.  Also all ll the friendships I formed and all the wonderful memories my team and coaches have provided me with.”

Due to personal reasons, Kristen was unable to compete during her senior year.  However, Kristen was seen at the gym even more as she is an instructor at Pottsville GTC and also is great at clerical work.  Even though she was no longer a member of Pottsville GTC’s “competitive” team, she is a big still part of our team and a big success in helping make gymnastic fun for students at Pottsville GTC!

Kristen will be attending Penn State University main campus where she will major in Psychology.
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ALICIA  WHITE
	
	Alicia, the daughter of Wilber and Carol White of Blackheath, has been a member of Pottsville GTC for 12 years.  Among her gymnastic accomplishments are:  PA State Champion;  Regional and National medalist;  Keystone State Games gold medalist; State Games of America gold medalist;  won awards at two international events:  Gym Elite Invitational in Quebec, Canada and Bahama Breeze in Nassau, Bahamas.  Alicia also excelled in high school sports- diving and softball.  She will attend Penn State University main campus.

In regards to her gymnastic career, Alicia says “As a Pottsville Gymnastic Training Center team member, I have so many great memories from my beginning as a shy, timid six year old to my current days as a Level 9 gymnast. 

I've had many opportunites in the sport and got to travel to many cities in the USA.  However, my most treasured memory would definately be the recent two weeks in Europe (France, Netherlands and Germany)  with my co-senior teammates and coaches Sandy and Barbara.  Gymnastics has made me the person I am today...   Strong, confident and ready for the new challenges in my life!


